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création 2020
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45 min
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Cécile Delanöe
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Coproduction 
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a coproduction in the frame of 
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- Dance Network Switzerland, 
with the support of Pro Helvetia.
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> 3 dancers
> 1 stage manager
> 1 choreographer
> 1 tour manager (TBC)

Tour management
Martin Genton
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Cie Nicole Seileris supported by the City 
of Lausanne and Canton de Vaud; this 
piece is supported by Loterie Romande, 
Pour-cent culturel Migros Vaud, Fonds 
d’encouragement à l’emploi des 
intermittent·es genevois·es

Nicole Seiler, a major figure on 
the Swiss contemporary dance 
scene, has created some thirty 
shows to date. Image, video 
and voice are of great formal 
importance in her artistic ap-
proach. Her research has led to 
the creation of innovative works, 
dance and multimedia, videos, 
choreographic installations, 
performances and site-specific 
works that aim to keep the au-
dience active in their interpreta-
tion of the work. In recent years, 
her reflection on the relationship 
between image and sound has 
focused on the description of 

movement, the exploration of 
dance language in relation to 
its spoken counterpart and the 
memory of movement from a 
historical or personal point of 
view. Since 2004, the company 
has had international exposure 
with pieces such as Living-room 
dancers, Un acte sérieux, The 
Wanderers Peace, Shiver, 
Ningyo and Palimpsest.



... Heater, sausage, joy, bark, plump, cod, wall, suburban, ca-
taplasm, park bench, club, conifer, gluten, kiss, glove, gastronomy, 
sleep, grass, chives, carnivorous, girlfriend, enchanted, swallow, 
pig...
There is room for everything in Wouah!, the first creation for all 
audiences by choreographer Nicole Seiler. This show is conceived 
as a fireworks display of absurd and dada situations. Images 
and atmospheres: a useless, but absolutely necessary collection 
of playful situations appealing to the emotional rather than the 
cerebral. Nothing is permanent, everything keeps changing, it’s 
nonsense: the exploded and explosive narration relies on the 
potential of the imagination of the young and not so young. 
A playful and absurd poetry for body and voice.

“Nicole Seiler takes us into her universe populated 
by polysemous images. In Wouah! the choreographer 
invites the young audience to a moment of wonder, 
guided by three young performers - magnificent in 
their sincerity and mischief. [...] The adventures of 
the heroes of Wouah! are a little gem of poetry and 
fantasy.”
—
Natacha Rossel, 24Heures



Wouah! focuses on that which is 
useless. That is why it is ab-
solutely, rigorously necessary. 
Nicole Seiler’s field of research, 
“the usefulness of uselessness”, 
turns out to be a vast and 
freeing landscape. Our society 
defines an ever-increasing circle 
of useless things. What beco-
mes then of detours, boredom, 
cries of joy? 
Opening with a seemingly ran-
dom arrangement of brightly 
coloured materials, the three 
performers function by associa-
tion and digression, creating a 
universe of forms and positions, 
but also, and mostly: of words 
and songs.
Indeed, since her creation The 
rest is silence, Nicole Seiler has 
been working on reconciling 
dancers’ bodies and voices. 
Why do actors and singers 
move so little? Why do choreo-
graphers forget that their perfor-
mers can produce sounds?
Wouah! works through absur-
dity and non-linear association. 
The show calls upon its (young) 
audiences’ sensory perception 
rather than their brains. By jux-
taposing concrete and abstract 
situations, realistic sound effects 
and composed music, Wouah! 
moves from one step to the 
next organically, through 
transformation. 

“Some children might be seeing their first ever dance 
piece. This is a very serious responsibility, and I want 
to transmit something joyful and welcoming. Mostly, 
I want to show young (and not-so-young) audiences 
that abstraction is not nonsensical.”
—
Nicole Seiler



Nicole Seiler
Choreography
Born in 1970 in Zurich, Ni-
cole Seiler trained in dance 
and theatre at the Scuola 
Teatro Dimitri in Verscio (CH), 
at the Vlaamse Dansaca-
demie in Bruges (B), and at 
Rudra Béjart in Lausanne 
(CH). As a performer, she has 
collaborated in numerous 
creations by Philippe Lizon, 
Omar Porras, Guilherme 
Botelho, Philippe Saire and 
Massimo Furlan in Switzer-
land and abroad. Nicole Sei-
ler created her company in 
2002, and since 2004 it has 
been active internationally.
In 2009 Nicole Seiler won the 
Prix Culturel Vaudois Danse 
from the Fondation Vaudoise 
pour la Culture and in 2021 
she was awarded the Swiss 
Performing Arts awards.
Nicole Seiler is regularly 
invited to teach, to give 
workshops and master-
classes and to participate 
in forums and symposiums 
around the world. In addition 
to her work as a choreo-
grapher, Nicole Seiler is also 
interested in cultural policy 
issues. Over the years she 
has been a member of juries 
and various committees of 
associations and boards of 
trustees such as Pro Hel-
vetia - Swiss Arts Council, 
Danse Suisse, far° festival 
des arts vivants Nyon, SSA - 
Société Suisse des Auteurs, 
etc. Since 2018 Nicole Seiler 
is co-programmer at ADN 
Danse Neuchâtel.

Colline Cabanis
Dance
Born in 1997 and of French 
nationality, Colline achie-
ved a Bachelor of Arts in 
Contemporary Dance at the 
Manufacture - Haute Ecole 
des Arts de la Scène in Lau-
sanne in June 2020. During 
her training, she studied with 
Thomas Hauert, Martin Kil-
vady, David Zambrano, Eu-
génie Rebetez and Horacio 
Macuacua. She performs for 
Alix Eynaudi, Nicole Seiler 
and Trisha Brown. In 2019 
she co-founded the Collectif 
Foulles.

Hortense de Boursetty
Dance
Born in 1995 and of French 
nationality, Hortense ob-

tained a Bachelor’s degree 
in visual arts at the HEAR 
- Haute Ecole des Arts du 
Rhin in Strasbourg. She 
then joined the Manufac-
ture - Haute Ecole des Arts 
de la Scène in Lausanne 
and finished her Bachelor 
of Arts in Contemporary 
Dance in June 2020. During 
her training in Lausanne 
she studied with Thomas 
Hauert, Martin Kilvady, David 
Zambrano, Eugénie Rebetez, 
Horacio Macuacua, Sarah 
Ludi, Mark Lorimer, Kirstie 
Simson. She performs for 
Alix Eynaudi, Nicole Seiler, 
Natasza Gerlach, Vidal Bini, 
Olga Mesa and Fransisco 
Ruiz de Infante.

Gabriel Obergfell
Dance
Born in 1993 and of Swiss 
nationality, Gabriel obtained 
a Bachelor of Arts in Physi-
cal Theater at the Accade-
mia Teatro Dimitri in Verscio 
(CH). He then joined the Ma-
nufacture - Haute Ecole des 
Arts de la Scène in Lausanne 
and finished his Bachelor 
of Arts in Contemporary 
Dance in June 2020. The 
most important contributors 
to his training are Simon 
Berz, Monathan Burrows, 
Sharon Eyal, Dominique 
Falquet, Thomas Hauert, 
Martin Kilvady, Mark Lorimer, 
Thomas Mettler, Nicole 
Seiler and David Zambrano. 
He dances and performs 
in the creations of Masha 
Dimitri, Lilo Bauer, François 
Gremaud, Thomas Mettler, 
Nicole Seiler, Tara Lorenzen, 
Alix Eynaudi, Olivia Ronza-
ni, Franca Burandt, Simon 
Berz, Caspar Guyer. He also 
signed two projects: Der 
Krieg singt nicht in 2016 and 
écoute voir in 2017. 

Stéphane Vecchione
Sound creation
Born in 1971 and of Swiss 
and Italian nationality, Sté-
phane Vecchione trained in 
theatre at the Conservatoire 
de Lausanne, Section Pro-
fessionnelle d’Art Drama-
tique (SPAD) from 1995 to 
1999. In parallel, he trained 
in music in a self-taught way. 
In 1994 he co-founded VEL-
MA, with whom he created 
musical shows that toured 
internationally. In parallel to 

his career as a performer 
and actor, he started in 2001 
to create music, composi-
tions and soundtracks for 
live performances. In this 
context, he has collaborated 
with Massimo Furlan, Stefan 
Kägi (Rimini Protokoll), 
Nicole Seiler, Clédat et Petit-
pierre, Fabienne Berger, Phi-
lippe Saire, Delgado Fuchs, 
Anne-Cécile Moser, Utilité 
Publique, YoungSoon Cho 
Jaquet, Guillaume Béguin 
and Denis Maillefer. In 2015 
he created the band Scar-
lett’s Fall with Ruth Childs 
and released two albums as 
well as the performance The 
Goldfish and the Inner Tube 
in 2018.

Muriel Imbach
Dramaturgical collaboration
Muriel Imbach, director and 
artistic director of the com-
pany la Bocca della Luna, 
was born in 1978 in Freiburg. 
She is married and has two 
sons. After attending the 
conservatory in Fribourg, 
the Cours Florent/Paris and 
finally the SPAD in Lau-
sanne, Muriel Imbach turned 
to directing. Since 2002 she 
has assisted and collabo-
rated with more than thirty 
artists from the French-spea-
king part of Switzerland: 
Nicole Seiler, Philippe Saire, 
Denis Maillefer, Benjamin 
Knobil, the Pasquier-Rossier 
Company, the Pied de Biche 
Company and Oskar Gomez 
Mata. In 2008, she obtained 
the certificate in dramaturgy 
and performance of the text 
offered by the University of 
Lausanne. In 2008 she was 
also one of the 15 emerging 
companies that created Ma-
tière Première, the showcase 
of young Vaud theatre. From 
2010 to 2012, thanks to the 
Bourse de compagnonnage 
(offered by the State of Vaud 
and the City of Lausanne), 
she followed Galin Stoev 
to the Théâtre de la Colline 
in Paris and accompanied 
the Cie l’Alakran for several 
months. Since 2014, she has 
specialised in shows for all 
audiences and has met with 
great success. Her projects 
tour internationally.

Vincent Deblue
Set design, video, technical 
direction
Born in 1980 in Nyon, 
Switzerland, Vincent Deblue 
studied visual communi-
cation, media art, video 
and experimental film at 
the University of the Arts in 
Berlin (UdK). He completed 
his training at the School of 
Fine Arts in Montreal and 
Geneva. His work has been 
shown in numerous festivals, 
clubs and galleries, including 
BAC (Bâtiment d’art contem-
porain, Geneva), Festival 
Cinéma tout écran (Geneva), 
l’Usine (Geneva), Loop Fes-
tival (Barcelona), AdriAntic 
(Barcelona), Post_op (Bar-
celona), Galeria dels Angels 
(Barcelona), Saladestar (Vila 
Nova de Famalicão), PuttiC-
club (Barcelona), Lichblick 
Kino (Berlin), Lichtturm (Ber-
lin), Glasshaus (Berlin), Maria 
am Ostbahnhof (Berlin). He 
has been working in the 
entertainment industry for 
more than 10 years, creating 
and producing stage de-
signs, live videos, mapping, 
lights, as well as technical 
director and stage manager 
for creations and tours. He 
collaborates with Nicole Sei-
ler, Oskar Gomez Mata, Joël 
Maillard, Guillaume Béguin, 
Krassen Krastev and Julia 
Perazzini. He is also regular-
ly commissioned as a space 
designer for theatres and 
festivals such as Festival 
Antigel (Geneva), Festival 
Baz’art (Geneva), Festival 
Big Bang (Geneva), Festival 
Paléo (Nyon), Festival Parti-
cules (Geneva). 
Since 2015, he is the initia-
tor of the LARNA project 
established on the island of 
Corfu in Greece, which aims 
to initiate contexts favou-
rable to collective intelli-
gence, knowledge exchange 
and creativitý, both in the 
cultural, social, artistic, and 
environmental fields.
He also leads the PHI project 
in Corfu, an electronic, parti-
cipative and utopian festival, 
as well as the PACHINKO in 
Geneva, a festive mecca for 
alternative culture.




