Wouah!
2020 creation for young audiences, ages 4 and up
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Credits
Concept, choreography:

Nicole Seiler

Dance, choreography:

Hortense de Boursetty, Colline Cabanis,
Gabriel Obergfell

Music:

Stéphane Vecchione

Voice work:

An Chen

Lighting:

Antoine Friderici

Scenography, video:

Vincent Deblue

Costumes:

Cécile Delanoë

Dramaturgical collaboration:

Muriel Imbach

Technical direction, stage management: Vincent Deblue
Administration:

Laurence Rochat

Touring:

Michaël Monney

Co-production:

Cie Nicole Seiler
Le Petit Théâtre de Lausanne
Une coproduction dans le cadre du Fonds
des programmateurs de Reso – Réseau
Danse Suisse. Soutenue par Pro Helvetia,
Fondation suisse pour la culture

Funding:

Ville de Lausanne
Canton de Vaud
Loterie Romande
Pour-cent culturel Migros Vaud
Fonds d’encouragement à l’emploi des
intermittent.e.s genevois.es (FEEIG)

Duration: 45 minutes
Show for young audiences (ages 4 and up)
Recommended age for school showings: ages 5 and up.
It is possible to show the piece to classes of 4- to 5- year olds, but whenever
possible, they should be mixed in with students from older classes.

Touring contact

Michaël Monney
touring@nicoleseiler.com
+41 76 804 70 32
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Co-productions and tours
October 27 to November 15 2020

Le Petit Théâtre, Lausanne (CH)

November 22 2020 (to be rescheduled)

Echandole, Yverdon (CH)

January 15 to 22 2021

La Bavette, Monthey (CH)

April 26 to 28 2021 *

Théâtre du Passage, Neuchâtel (CH)

April 29 2021

Le Petit Théâtre, Lausanne (CH)

April 3 to 9 2021 *

Nuithonie / Rencontres de Théâtre
Suisse, Fribourg (CH)

November 24 to 25 2021

Dampfzentrale, Berne (CH)

December 3 to 4 2021

TLH – Sierre (CH)

December 8 2021 *

L’Usine à Gaz, Nyon (CH)

December 13 to 21 2021

Am Stram Gram, Genève (CH)

September 28 to October 2022 *

Le Petit Théâtre, Lausanne (CH)

* Tours marked with an asterisk are confirmed, but exact dates are yet to be set.
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Synopsis
…Radiator, sausage, joy, bark, plump, codfish, wall, suburb, poultice, park bench,
club, conifer, gluten, kiss, glove, gastronomy, sleep, lawn, chive, carnivorous, friend,
enchanted, swallow, pig…
Everything has its place in “Wouah!”, choreographer Nicole Seiler’s first creation for
young audiences. This show is designed as a firework display of absurd and Dada
situations. Images and atmospheres: a useless, yet absolutely necessary collection
of playful scenes that appeals to the emotions rather than the brain. Nothing is
permanent, everything changes, it makes no sense: the piece’s exploded and
explosive narration banks on the imagination of young and not-so-young audiences.
A playful and absurd poem for bodies and voices.
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Wouah!
“Wouah!” focuses on that which is useless.
That is why it is absolutely, rigorously necessary. Nicole Seiler’s field of research,
“the usefulness of uselessness”, turns out to be a vast and freeing landscape. Our
society defines an ever-increasing circle of useless things. What becomes then of
detours, boredom, cries of joy?
Opening with a seemingly random arrangement of brightly coloured materials, the
three performers function by association and digression, creating a universe of forms
and positions, but also, and mostly: of words and songs.
Indeed, since her creation “The rest is silence”, Nicole Seiler has been working on
reconciling dancers’ bodies and voices. Why do actors and singers move so little?
Why do choreographers forget that their performers can produce sounds?

“Wouah!” works through absurdity and non-linear association. The show calls upon
its (young) audiences’ sensory perception rather than their brains. By juxtaposing
concrete and abstract situations, realistic sound effects and composed music,
“Wouah!” moves from one step to the next organically, through transformation.

“Some children might be seeing their first ever dance piece. This is a very serious
responsibility, and I want to transmit something joyful and welcoming. Mostly, I
want to show young (and not-so-young) audiences that abstraction is not
nonsensical.”
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Cie Nicole Seiler, Lausanne (CH)
The Nicole Seiler company was founded in 2002 in Lausanne (Switzerland).
The choreographer’s artistic approach has led her to varied formats, and since
the inception of the company she has created 30 projects: stage shows, video
works, site-specific works, performances and installations. Since 2004, the
company has been touring internationally. As of the end of 2020, it will have
given over 750 presentations, in more than 400 venues and forty countries, in
Europe, North America, South America, Africa, Asia, Russia and Australia.
Since 2010, Nicole Seiler has been exploring the complex links woven by two of
a show’s essential elements: image and sound. This formal research has resulted
in several projects in relation to the description of dance and movement.
Amauros, a stage project created in 2011 and adapted as a video installation in
2014, plunges the spectator into obscurity, their imagination stimulated by
precise description and evocative sound effects. Un Acte sérieux (2012) is a
playful interactive performance that reveals the infinite strata of the language of
dance. Small explosion with glass and repeat echo (2012) was the company’s
first show to be entirely described for a visually impaired and blind audience.
Sekunden später… (2017) is a stage project that makes use of description as a
surreal effect. Palimpsest (2018) takes the concept even further. This collection
of geo-tagged sound pieces, accessible via smartphone, makes visible in the
public space a history of the choreographed locations, via meticulous audio
description alone.
The company’s repertoire, made up of diverse forms, also includes site-specific
projects: K Two (street performance, 2007), Living-room dancers (apartment
performances and films, 2008), Wilis (choreographic installation in a forest, 2014)
created at the °far festival in Nyon (CH), and presented in 2015 at the Fabriques
festival in the Jean-Jacques Rousseau park (F).
Since 2018, Nicole Seiler has been including voice in her working method. More
than the link between voice and body, she considers the body as a complete
instrument, as vocal as it is choreographic. This is evidenced by pieces such as
The rest is silence (stage project, 2020) and Wouah! (stage project for young
audiences aged 4 and up, 2020).
The Nicole Seiler company produces its own shows in collaboration with Swiss
and international theatres and festivals. It receives regular support from public
funding bodies (Ville de Lausanne, le Canton de Vaud, Pro Helvetia), as well as
private foundations (Loterie Romande, Fondation Ernst Göhner, Thomas Stanley
Johnson Foundation, Sophie and Karl Binding Foundation, CORODIS, etc.).
The full repertoire, as well as video recordings of all shows mentioned here, are
available on www.nicoleseiler.com.
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