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Press releases
« The importance is the magic coming from this fragmented, jingling figure which
mixes with the 5 replicas projected horizontally and vertically. Fountains, whirling
like propellers, spurts and splashing on a paroxystic music. After the tempest
comes calm. A giant shadow soars over the fascinated audience. Hats off to the
brilliant performer, the inspired DJ and of course to the choreographer- video
maker who continues to surprise us. »
Jean-Pierre Pastori - 24 Heures journal – the 4th of April, 2008
"Why must one choose between animality and humanity? Between the body and
the mind ? And especially for Nicole Seiler between dance and video ? With
Ningyo, a piece in which it’s emblem is a mermaid, the artist talks of the necessity
not to decide. From yelling to a drop of milk, she pays tribute to our complexity. »

Marie-Pierre Genecand - Le Temps - the 3rd of April 2008
"Why make a mermaid the heroin of her new piece? Because she embodies an
ambivalent femininity, suggests Nicole Seiler. A mixture of seduction and danger.
She slides through the nets of categories: a woman-child in between waves,
femme fatale at the crest, sometimes prey but often a huntress. Mermaids escape
nets; it’s their privilege. »

Alexandre Demidoff - Le Temps Sortir – the 27th of March 2008
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Ningyo
Legends about mermaids are universal. In Homer, Odysseus attaches himself to
the mast of his boat in order to listen to the enchanting songs of the mermaids
without falling into their hands. In ancient mythology the mermaid was already
described as a dangerous creature seducing with her beauty and song. Only the
cunning could escape. If he’s seduced, the result is fatal.
The question about ideal beauty is central in Nicole Seiler’s work. In Ningyo, she
continues to look at the limits between attraction and repulsion, and beauty and
monstrosity.
The title of ths piece is significant. Ningyo is a japanese word composed of nin
(man) and gyo (depending on the pronunciation fish or shape.) So Ningyo means
mermaid or doll.
A dual aquatic creature
At the beginning of the piece, Ningyo plays with the audience’s perception. The
stage is submerged in darkness. What do we see in the dark ? Is it an optical
illusion or is there a creature moving like a mermaid ? But how should we imagine
a mermaid ? Who has already seen one ?
Little by little, a being appears who does not correspond to the image of the
mermaid we know according to cultural industry. She is neither graceful nor
seductive. Then she comes out of her natural environment, leaving the water
element which covers a large part of the stage.
At first, the stereotype of ideal beauty is forgotten and a rarer or less well-known
aspect about mermaids is told : In certain legends they are described as ugly,
repulsive monsters living in the unexplored, scary depths of the sea. The
ambiguous and double presence of water, sometimes associated with destruction
and sometimes with regeneration, also influences Ningyo’s direction. Thus the
water’s duality evolves alongside the mermaid’s duality which gives of a powerful
force of attraction and at times disgusts and terrifies.
Ningyo does not chronologically tell the story of these half-human, half-animal
creatures. It does not follow a linear narration. Different legends from the east to
the west and from antiquity to present day are scattered together. The structure of
the piece is a performative process which questions the duality of this aquatic
creature.
Amplification of the space and multiplication of the figure
With the help of video projections, Nicole Seiler creates atmospheres which explode
the conventional space of a theatre stage. The character in this solo finds herself
little by little closed in and projected outside. She mutiplies and demutiplies herself
and is reflected by the water’s surface, which also serves as a tool for the video
projections, a multiple mirror. In one scene the dancer plays with her shadow on
the back wall, she dissolves it and then escapes from it. Later she is the captive of
an image projected on the ceiling, from which she flies away using a visual effect
created by video.
In Ningyo, the dance and the video have the same importance. Created together,
these two expressive mediums underline the mermaids dual personality.
Ambiguities and dualisms are revealed and eluded to. The stage direction
continually intengrates opposites like black and white, visible and invisible, singular
and plural, animal and man, beauty and monstrosity and shows the proximity of
the limits between attraction and replusion.
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Un double solo
At the dancer’s side there is another presence on stage, a DJ. Mixing tables and
many different cables contrast with the natural element of water. Her music
underlines the atmospheres created by the dance and the video projections. The
sounds, which are created live, oscillate between delicate nuances and deadening
beats. The music and the dance develop and form a symbiosis.
Simona Travaglianti, Dramatist

Biographies
Nicole SEILER : choreographer, video artist
Nicole Seiler was born in 1970 in Zürich, Switzerland. She studied at the
Dimitrischool in Verscio (CH), at the Vlaamse Dansacademie in Bruges (B) and
then at the school of Maurice Béjart in Lausanne (CH).
From 1994 to 1998 she was part of the dance and theatre company Cie
Buissonnière (choreographer Philippe Lizon) in Lausanne (CH) and danced in five
productions. Then she joined the theatre company Teatro Malandro (directed by
Omar Porras) in Geneva (CH). In 2002 she performed with the Cie Philippe Saire
for a project at Expo02 and then in a production with Alias Compagnie (Geneva,
CH, choreographer Guilherme Botelho).
Since 2001 and at the same time as her stage career evolved she started to teach
herself multimedia.
Nicole Seiler sets up her company in 2002. Her artistic approach combines dance
and video and she creates dance and multimedia stage performances,
choreographic installations and dance videos. In her work dance and video have
the same importance. Conceived together the two media dialogue constantly and
at times become one. This symbiosis generates new body shapes and movements.
Since 2004 the company tours as well internationally.
Projects of the company:
Ningyo (multimedia and dance stage performance, 2008. 60 min.)
K Two (performance after the caracter of Madame K, 2007, 15 min.)
Je m’appelle… (multimedia and dance stage performance, 2007, 11 min.)
Pixel Babes (multimedia and dance stage performance, 2006, 64 min.)
4 clips pour aufnahmen (video clips, 2006, 10 min.)
Dolls / Dolls live (installation and performances, 2005, length changing)
Lui (multimedia and dance stage performance, 2005, 35 min.)
One in a million (dance video, 2004, 10 min.)
Madame K (multimedia and dance stage performance, 2004, 45 min.)
Quoi? (multimedia and dance stage performance, 2002, 30 min.
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Letizia RENZINI : DJ
Letizia Renzini was born in 1970 in Florence, Italy. She lives and works in Florence
and Rome.
She works as a musician, as a DJ and as a singer. She composes music, creates
installations and performs in concerts. She has studied and collaborated with
Meredith Monk, David Moss, Phil Minton, Ikue Mori. She has performed in
international festivals and theaters as well as in galeries and museums in Italy. Her
last publication was « Birdlistening », a sound composition for a multi-channel
installation created at the Museo Marini in Florence.
She also composes music for dance and theatre pieces and collaborates regularly
with the Virgilio Sieni Dance Company and the CANGO Cantieri Goldonetta in
Florence. She also worked with the theatre director Romeo Castelluci and his
company Societas Raffaello Sanzio, with the choreographer Nicole Seiler, with the
dancer Marina Giovannini, with the actress Monica Demuru and with Burp
Enterpreises.
Parallel to her work as a musician and composer she also creates videos, photos
and performances.

Chiharu MAMIYA : dancer
Chiharu Mamiya was born in Japan in 1977. She started to dance at the age of five.
In 1996 she settled down in France where she studied at the Rosella Hightower
school in Cannes.
In 1997, after a project with the choreographer Nicole Caccivio in Berlin, she joined
the company Kubilaï Khan Investigations. She performed in S.O.Y, Tanin No Kao,
Mecanica Popular, Sorrow Love Song, As Long As It Blossoms.
In 2006 she moved to Montpellier where she met the choreographer Anne Lopez.
She created with her Les gens du quai and Idiots Mais Rusés. Since 2007 she
collaborated as well with Gilles Jobin in Geneva, Switzerland, with Katarzyna
Chmielewska in Gdansk, Poland, with Estelle Héritier in Lausanne, Switzerland as
well as with Nicole Seiler in Lausanne, Switzerland.

YoungSoon CHO : dancer
YoundSoon Cho was born in Seoul, South Corea, in 1973. She lives and works in
Lausanne, Switzerland.
From 1996 to 1999 she studied at the London Studio Centre (LSC) and graduated
with a diploma of the Theatre Dance Program.
She performed in Switzerland with Nicole Seiler (Ningyo), Estelle Héritier (Aikia,
and A5), Massimo Furlan (Highway to hell), Arthur Kuggeleyn (Ubiquirip,
ComiXstrip, and Heizkörper), Elodie Pong (I will not KYSS anymore), Fabienne
Berger (Natal and Azur Blues), and abroad with the INTOTO Company of Liz Aggiss
and Billy Cowie (38 Steps), and Twyla Tharp (THARP).
As a choreographer and performer she also creates her own projects : Whisky
Gorilla (2008), Dry Fish (2007), Nuna (2004), and C-(K)Gut (2003).
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